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Health Policy Update – April 26, 2018 

The US Oncology Network Attends 2018 Community Oncology Alliance Annual 

Conference  

On April 12-13, The US Oncology Network joined community oncology providers from across the U.S. for the 2018 
Community Oncology Alliance (COA) Annual Community Oncology Conference.  

This year’s theme, “Keeping Patients at the Center,” was reflected in the keynote addresses from Scott Gottlieb, 
Commissioner of Food & Drugs, U.S. Food Administration and Mark Herzlich, New York Giants Linebacker, Super 
Bowl Champion & Cancer Survivor. Several Network physicians presented at the conference: 

• Dr. Houston Holmes on the use of CAR-T in community practices; 

• Dr. Joyce O’Shaughnessy on protein coding in breast cancer; 

• Dr. Debra Patt on issues impacting cancer patients and community practices; and 

• Dr. Robert Rifkin on clinical use and reimbursement of biosimilars.  

In addition, Rep. Buddy Carter (R-GA) spoke as a special guest during a reception hosted by McKesson Specialty 
Health and The Network, where he discussed issues impacting community-based care. 

 

CSRO Developing an APM to Cut PBMs Out of the Drug Channel  

The Coalition of State Rheumatology Organizations (CSRO) is experimenting with the idea of creating an alternative 
payment model that would reduce, or potentially eliminate, the need for pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs). On April 
11, Madelaine Feldman, Vice President of CSRO, told attendees of the National Community Pharmacists Association 
Conference that while the idea is still a “thought experiment” at this point, the group hopes to remove the incentive for 
PBMs to retain rebates in order to expand access to medications (mostly specialty drugs) and lower drug costs for 
patients with rheumatoid arthritis.  

There are two main approaches under consideration. The first approach would cut out the need for a PBM altogether 
by making pharmaceutical companies set drug prices below a certain threshold in order to get on a formulary. This 
approach would not have different tiers, allowing physicians to prescribe drugs as they see fit. The second approach 
would borrow from a model created by Caterpillar over a decade ago. Under this plan, the CSRO would negotiate 
directly with drug companies and create its own formulary but would still retain a PBM to process claims.  

Key Committees Continue Work to Address Opioid Epidemic  

On April 24, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee advanced a bipartisan bill to 
expand access to opioid treatment services to the full chamber. The Opioid Crisis Response Act of 2018 (S. 2680), 
would:  

• Reauthorize federal funding to states under the 21st Century Cures Act and enable states to establish 
comprehensive opioid recovery centers;  
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• Direct the National Institutes of Health to perform additional research on non-opioid pain therapies;  

• Make it easier for medical schools to train more doctors to administer medication-assisted treatment for opioid 
use disorder;  

• Create a pilot program to incorporate job training into addiction recovery programs; and 

• Ask the Trump administration to review how states are enforcing federal mental health parity laws. 

The full bill is available HERE.  

On April 25, the House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee advanced 57 bills to the full Committee. The bills 
aim to address a number of issues to improve access to care for individuals suffering from substance use disorder, 
provide the health care system with additional tools and resources to care for patients, and help prevent future misuse 
of opioids. Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) has pledged to markup a comprehensive opioid package before Memorial 
Day.  

The background memo is available HERE.  

CMS Releases FY2019 Inpatient Prospective Payment System Proposed Rule  

On April 24, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released its proposed FY 2019 Hospital Inpatient 
Prospective Payment System Proposed Rule. The proposed rule increases Medicare payments to acute-care 
hospitals by 3.4 percent, overhauls the meaningful use program by giving hospitals more flexibility in how they use 
electronic health records, and requires hospitals to post their standard charges online and in a machine-readable 
format. CMS also announced a request for information seeking input from stakeholders on how to move forward with 
sharing electronic health data.  

Additionally, CMS announced that it would eliminate some regulations that the agency believes are overly 
burdensome, such as the requirement that long-term care hospitals admit more than 25 percent of their patients from 
a single acute-care hospital.  

CMS is also seeking input on applications for new technology add-on payments for FY2019 for Chimeric Antigen 
Receptor (CAR) T cell therapy. Separately, for FY 2019, CMS is proposing to reassign CAR T-cell therapy to a higher-
weighted MS-DRG, and is seeking comment on alternative MS-DRG assignment.  

To view the proposed rule, CLICK HERE.  

To view a fact sheet from CMS about the proposed rule, CLICK HERE.  

House Ways and Means Committee Holds Hearing on Innovation in Healthcare  

On April 26, the House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee held a hearing on “Identifying Innovative Practices and 
Technology in Health Care,” to learn more about innovative models, practices, and technology that physicians, 
providers, and organizations are utilizing to reduce costs and improve care quality.  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsSd6QnQS1PRT1RPpJ55d5VBdZZ4SyyCyYOCUOyrdCPqJyLQFm7bCNOrW0GOOgo5vsSPz_A1nXqOaI8-CaLmjo5i3JDtd7babOq10SrdCPo0eNYH5pNSNmk2f4oXqsGMFO-4xqxN09fxc2z0NFDO9Ac86zAc1dCXwS9m8Shs0Uc6Vnob2U45g50szg9wi4MKdFxofaAhhxUb0ic0g0Ejof4gUI9m0pUuCWb3QTg8_gjoo1o57z9VAIS5vw82bVEV0A4wid4gOh6Tw85N4MW0WP9wnd7bUb2Os3Ve0k39yxwk314uCWdC70e0Fkc1kp6xWrEsg57S080BAgcf9yyMK5j1EVGa9JxUoE0M3wa10421o1DV3g4wi10mo55z_0DhAuCgAIa6gVk4BByNAn2ElFkwwj7FKzwC2TOEyeQe9Nl7v3gM4wUy5PNE9N6PRioId2Rh4PVdrO0IC1gJ6Uw0UMjb2Nx2Voq6py0320m9P1wS2g9pYI7y0VUOoCc0kdWUcC0RM3JwJV3gI0OE4fAhXa0ZB0SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsSd20Orhvjo7fns7ndCQkkQnCkTTQjqaaqbParza9ISrdGSa_iBosKr79LE2Hb91wlZPref-g5vJH8GMzWoGZpdwl8eStQQsIEL9E43pISrdw0X7OIlD7r5pg8YhzJFOH2DbUi5G740A-4Mac36CvA1XL0e0M70EpIC3fm6g70k6vlNJyhkGW68wk30Q4xt10QsGA7NMp1dw63dwKe1A14n3iMBo1DxWrEIfjt0zZ1dxw5wkucDCiPol-0w8LCzA2gi18Qh394ru0wn4j3F464nj1AOM8AjhO98SY29Msff2oTkfp0owbxEjLFyg4zDnx4d2gZcw18q370eS0VEVuawIO4XwA2EzQToxm34xM4I0k4Vz5ytzV1A4xswWgG8xtNUirgE0Nc1N45P2li85hY21gm3v0sJkD0b1umyRg9zhQpCbgh70Ag2Eil6XAhXa0ZB0SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPow920Orhvjo7fns7ndCQkkQnCkTTQjqaaqbParza9ISrdGSa_iBosKr79LE2Hb91wlZPref-g5vJH8GMzWoGZpdwl8eStQQsIEL9E43pISrdw0X7OIlD7r5pg8YhzJFOH2DbUi5G740A-4Mac36Cv9wAMcKxAPgMb0ao408gI6f9E2XEwh61GYTg61rU53wGWc1o2f30j0A1x6O057MCO5z9oiI0PMZdQm7FKwh-wCMM2Maf6jP9pIa_0g4nPhO1890Aq8xAydL0gby9xQI12Ho50gGqeh8Qsx8ph842ol0sNEpaAjZB7N0b3QO0A_0azarE318xpIC4wob0acld78S-W6EDEwfm0cAw863aE95HSsI0WoA2ttf1rOo70oYCw2hgo4hsb0suCWO5Me0FAycu861Xa0ZB0SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIp6h8gdELFI3DHK3HCPqaaqbParXW9J55d5VBdNB4SrdCRr5vFiIendzATQ1lBAwMa-VJD7_82LSRAlohZcluICMaA7reWqemknAQ21ISrdCM0tzVmaPzJyIE4u8NSQVlxjBY92R3y0iv2o561zjfAhWrIW7xAYo1owe2RmgI2hpUf0o5EChsbxobKLwsb0M1yEp81oM4z28pwgRN0yGl1cxSBxaM3f3QThouCW17W2r30b0EYpfcBCMHY10hvd784wA2hEy6i8SY10K8C7g7mpc2VEVv1omjy8I0KU34hs1w9m4h4i0WqI0iYoE5wI0USak2Mx0rt0kf6Weewid3wme3Ngy11cCjc8R6DgK4O84Pf6TM68k4wid5kM7rQC1jo2E3QTnkZ2EUk2Wp4uCglJkg4w9r561Wp02xWrE4I1k1NEG5M9y66M6cBi8uyhso4Agau38qbid78EcGzx4PkSrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
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The witnesses provided testimony on what policymakers can do to better modernize Medicare. Witnesses included:  

• Matthew S. Philip, M.D., Physician, Breakthrough Care Center, DuPage Medical Group joined by Paul F. 
Merrick, M.D., President, DuPage Medical Group 

• Oliver Kharraz, M.D., Chief Executive Officer & Founder, Zocdoc 

• Becki Hafner-Fogarty, M.D., Senior Vice President, Policy and Strategy, Zipnosis, Inc. 

• Dan Paoletti, Chief Executive Officer, The Ohio Health Information Partnership 

• Sean Cavanaugh, Chief Administrative Officer, Aledade 

To view the hearing, CLICK HERE.  

Poll Finds Over Half of Americans Support Single Payer Healthcare  

A poll conducted by the Washington Post and the Kaiser Family Foundation found that 51 percent of Americans 
support a national single-payer health plan, while 43 percent oppose it. Results broke down along party lines, with 
three-quarters of Democrats supporting the idea of a single-payer plan and four-fifths of Republicans siding against 
the idea. A majority of independents (54%) would back a government-run health plan. Support amongst Americans 
who have attended a rally or protest was much higher than non-rallygoers. The poll comes on the heels of Bernie 
Sanders’ Medicare for All plan and similar proposals recently released by Democratic members of Congress.  

For a complete breakdown of the poll results, CLICK HERE.  

 

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIe6hEedELFI3DHK3HCPqaaqbParXW9J55d5VBdNB4SrdCRr5vFiIendzATQ1lBAwMa-VJD7_82LSRAlohZcluICMaA7reWqemknAQ21ISrdCM0tzVmaPzJyIE4u8NSQVlxjBY92R3y0iv2o561zjfAN8O4EBi1YiEseR4NU4Ch90s13wzWQ0O89wg70ioh0Em2W0u4AhhI60jHEo3S18c1cI9m0pUuCWb3QTg8_gjoo1o57z9VAIS5vw82bVEV0A4wid4gOh6Tw85N4Nom3wYi2MZcw4z0o6M95G3QO3yvGyYCrxkcxX2GrEI0Ep8xU52lx6En6yrFEV2McEIJ0fG0Jb1sb2Vcg4w6I4Qgi5MeYM81k1S1Wp0M4Mp41PRgUwpfvd784xU7l2oovgsrd78qfjtd78yg6o0km5Ek8O60eGy0PMb7FA1CE4DxA6b30zUr84zzhPGIjP0I6DyO5nxESrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS920A76QnQS1PRT1RPpJ55d5VBdZZ4SyyCyYOCUOyrdCPqJyLQFm7bCNOrW0GOOgo5vsSPz_A1nXqOaI8-CaLmjo5i3JDtd7babOq10SrdCPo0eNYH5pNSNmk2f4oXqsGMFO-4xqxN09fxc2z0NFDO8p18y6FH2jWIgiVstUmpd7fwf8sYhKjo50Uc0JQ61s9LDIW0U3S71G8wa4aP6M539oiI0PMZdQm7FKwh-wCMM2Maf6jP9pIa_0g4nPhO1890Aq8xAydL0gby9yMI71UA5xWp0960Mdwibk7FA74_l5VcT2Ep3S5kTho1gOh3Ma4H2dgKd4TjhO5wphpq0vk1qm2Um5Oow90do9EwAbwtVwg2E3I3QO1w9wO83DGxN0Ou-qeg93MeG4MM-w4wGl4jd1Ro2yP5oR8Ee1pQG6q-zkeKjaQ1q145yMO80foPai895xEM8IkD8SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5ZdwsZtMtsSrhhjhupjvvhdEEFELcFKcECPpISHoHZalxOVIsC-waIIA61nTdIU_V0l-SIyH2fFyHRAS1kwXpTjhOOyYCwgdCPpIS03IvaNmstIlB0zN6eSDaIasLx8mEsg2jUj0EMcqp-l1WrGE50MdI63d07b3QThIs5O1AfA2RwPEt7itGx9cp3V3w6l2Pxdks10nf40eW5XK5yMBo1DxWrEIfjt0zZ1dxw5wkucDCiPol-0w8LCzA2gi18Qh394ru0wn4j5xoe3N8b3QO0ic1wr0AmEfj8e9-GbOpK5gO7IaFKyM2xAy7wk9m4qxsq9KCzAb0OyOQ0-E2QI5MIbAN0i0qMjh18n0XP0w5g7o7FA30j1Ag7fl3y1AZYQswi7wtk9xxZ0MOgur62MUrEU1b0MY10mczQO0M8xcMb5waYdv0FI6exUno2hdkcxdcY2woN820Iph5Jr0oiH81lAN4M0UZB0SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoA76QnQS1PRT1RPpJ55d5VBdZZ4SyyCyYOCUOyrdCPqJyLQFm7bCNOrW0GOOgo5vsSPz_A1nXqOaI8-CaLmjo5i3JDtd7babOq10SrdCPo0eNYH5pNSNmk2f4oXqsGMFO-4xqxN09fxc2z0NFDO8m0x4QsAj0I0Emv6xhfh0OjfyIY6g83cAipcp0s1xh6BPhOfjtyIW6hMlaxo9R8-G0ZMAm4H0cYfjt5xWrE4vE9Ic0I2zNAYOmr2LM415YQswi2g96y8p8zrM42UyoIb1Mu91ouCg2hwc3o4yR1Wp1NfRhujdMG6gZxldQm0kcAgY2xaMzkbzhdQQsxo6kmmw7R0mBwK5xsC82g3m2q892U7uo40G0X0Zcwo2ocy0VWEsgcDLCzA2gY3GxccfSvl2LyA63hO1ZFitBi8UhK7Lwefj8j302I0i5ObM9w1O8Oc407o0w9qW0QNIgFE751wSrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoQczgs86QnQS1PRT1RPpJ55d5VBdZZ4SyyCyYOCUOyrdCPqJyLQFm7bCNOrW0GOOgo5vsSPz_A1nXqOaI8-CaLmjo5i3JDtd7babOq10SrdCPo0eNYH5pNSNmk2f4oXqsGMFO-4xqxN09fxc2z0NFDN45Hm38p7FA928m2U40ca304829o62Mp2N0IIlmy19ZqxsciKM1SON4uCWo60Ug6101geb3QTgIm4H0cYfjt5xWrE4vE9Ic0I2zNAYOmr2LM415YQswi2g96y8p8zrM42UyoIb1Mu91ouCg2hwc3o4yR1Wp1NfRhujdMG6gZxldQm0kcAgY2xaMzkbzhdQQsxo6kmmw7R0mBwK5xsC82g3m2q892U7uo40G0X0Zcwo2ocy0VWEsgcDLCzA2gY3Gxccf-8xwPEQ5Sq5AgoG3092M3DweGd2xEV8Ab4mibxY8M67Xxd4Qswi7wkHgcq4wUck0Up0oSrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndxMwcyhJ5ZdwsZtMtsSrhhjhupjvvhdEEFELcFKcECPpISHoHZalxOVIsC-waIIA61nTdIU_V0l-SIyH2fFyHRAS1kwXpTjhOOyYCwgdCPpIS03IvaNmstIlB0zN6eSDaIasLx8mEsg2jUj0EMcqp-gib29wO1gQu-5i8i0AweCfj80g319ocxMicj62EIo187lCMegyc6zAuCg32EEfjt2oj2Ml68E4iMBo1DxWrEIfjt0zZ1dxw5wkucDCiPol-0w8LCzA2gi18Qh394ru0wn4j5xoe3N8b3QO0ic1wr0AmEfj8e9-GbOpK5gO7IaFKyM2xco0snshsYmtf3C0NYd9z8Mfj8nG5FuqegQb3rooQtob1tJIk0wIlsgsp4w8BknR4QsxqU4wk8y87ld78s-fj81oYe670ahb61Xa0ZB0SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCNAg41ESy-CMeuKUeKrdEEFELcFLLECQkkQnCkT6kjpISrlIl-BaMVsSejvg5mmi30HXCSsvYwa_rmhlx7QNlWOr0GgtIXFEVphujg86PpISr01SfBoHeeSaOwhUz7rjBm5enMAbke819Y9wko6dc-j9K3QTjhOIh4jhO6ygPYw633Vkfl3i4x4g6ypkkwM0UM0OM77FKDWbO0uMcj3MLJJK18q6BxaM3f3QThouCW17W2r30b0EYpfcBCMHY10hvd784wA2hEy6i8SY10K8C7g7mpc2VEVv1omjm3wa30il2jzO832gy941aV5pOwo4yMqIYSZgMqehiVq1-wIy79zF1BAb5xEqGpIfjt9wA2tCV09C089Cn0f0sl0CW41wG30RRw3Ifwcm845hKosu4Maop2El80aS8AgB0dh5Txw2a289u2YxpJk62Mns7FA1pMYG69iKmGdwjE4BwIdgjCCGCJgazwG0Fwkch7FKAhXa0ZB0SrjjouudCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh

