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Health Policy Update – May 24, 2018 

Administration Releases Drug Pricing Proposal 

On May 11, President Donald Trump and Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar announced the 
Administration's plan to lower drug costs. The drug pricing blueprint titled “American Patients First” lays out actions 
that HHS may take along with a Request for Information (RFI) on several policy proposals. The President’s blueprint 
includes four key strategies for reform: improved competition, better negotiation, incentives for lower list prices and 
lowering out-of-pocket costs for patients.  

The President's proposal directs HHS to evaluate a number of concepts including: 

• Leveraging authority of the Part B Competitive Acquisition Program  

• Examining which Medicare Part B drugs could be negotiated for a lower price by Part D plans  

• Experimenting with value-based pricing in Medicare and Medicaid  

• Allowing more substitution in Medicare Part D to address single-source generics  

• Prohibiting Part D plan contracts from preventing pharmacists’ telling patients when they can pay less out-of-
pocket by not using insurance  

The RFI requests feedback on the following proposals: 

Medicare Part B: 

• Changes to the Part B Competitive Acquisition Program  

• Moving certain Part B drugs to Part D  

• Requiring site neutrality for physician-administered drugs and between inpatient and outpatient settings  

Medicare Part D: 

• Requiring beneficiaries be told what their out-of-pocket cost will be prior to receiving a Part B drug or a Part D 
drug prescription, and whether lower-cost alternatives exist  

• Restricting the use of rebates, including revisiting the safe harbor under the Anti-Kickback statute for drug 
rebates  

• Imposing fiduciary duty for Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs)  

• Evaluating use of manufacturer-sponsored drug copay discount cards  

340 Drug Discount Program: 

• Requiring “safety net” hospitals paid under Medicare Part B to use their 340B drug discounts to provide care 
to more low-income and vulnerable patients  

• Changing the definition of “patient”, changing the requirements around contracted pharmacies or registering 
of child sites  

• Preventing duplicate discounts  
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The US Oncology Network is assessing the impact of these proposals on community-based cancer care and will 
submit responses to HHS.  

To view the American Patients First blueprint, CLICK HERE. 

To view the fact sheet, CLICK HERE. 
 

CMS Releases Updated Drug Spending Dashboard  

On May 15, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) rolled out a new set of updates to its Drug Spending 
Dashboard that, in addition to making it more user-friendly, provides new insights about Medicare’s drug spending.  

According to the new data, Medicare spent $174 billion on prescription medications in 2016, about 23 percent of its 
total budget, which is up from the $109 billion or 17 percent of its total budget spent in 2012. The data also shows that 
several drugs more than doubled in price between 2015 and 2016, although the drugs that accounted for most of the 
program’s spending had price increases of less than 20 percent over that period.  

The updated dashboard, which was originally introduced in 2014, now shows information about CMS’ average 
spending on drugs per dosage in 2015 and 2016, as well as the annual growth rate in average spending per dosage 
between 2012 and 2016. For Part B drugs, the drug’s average sales price is listed.  

The dashboard does not include information about manufacturer rebates which are used to lower costs in Medicare 
Part D.  

To view a fact sheet explaining the update, CLICK HERE.  

CMS Urges Medicare Part D Plans to Stop Using Pharmacy Gag Orders  

On May 17, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) sent a letter warning Medicare Part D plans that 
“gag clauses” – provisions in contracts that prevent pharmacies from telling customers about lower cost options for 
prescription drugs – are “unacceptable and contrary to [the agency’s] efforts to promote drug price transparency and 
lower drug prices.”  

The letter also reminded plan sponsors that current law requires them to ensure their network pharmacies disclose 
price differences between the price of a Part D drug and the price of the lowest cost generic version of that drug.  

The Administration’s drug pricing plan released on May 11 specifically highlights gag clauses as a contributor to high 
drug prices and announces that the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will soon act to prohibit them in 
future Part D plan contracts.  

To view the letter from CMS, CLICK HERE.  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6jqbWoV4sNsQsI6PqaaqbParXW9J55d5VBdNB4SrdCRr5vFiIendELf82KWWYaFTosR2PEG-yywaI6zDjhOaWXF0lI_uOoV7PhPt4QsCPpISr01SfBoHeeSaOwhUz7rjBm5enMAbke819Y9wko6dc-h2LR3A4SWyOpnQ1yg4S5W8Br0ho-EK0MO2No9yMb0F1A3waSa1Mj0C904R7FKwMq0o4BxaM3f3QThouCW17W2r30b0EYpfcBCMHY10hvd784wA2hEy6i8SY10K8C7g7mpc2VEVv1omjfayy0U92P92Ui0wY3wafj82w9QaxM4wg72Ucs2EAl0B4d1y841t0rl0wq3Tw5Kue3RgY3z8y18qyI4wGm0DRhWp0k183l71wmaxcC82WMO4xo3ws61MwfpgdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS81MOcy1J5ZcsyeoKqem3pJ55d5VBdZZ4SyyCyYOCUOyrdCPqJyLQFm7bCQnDA1nttu5kXIeqxpQlvhhg5m3hPFEV5ttQwaSvLpcszVEVKyqejpISrdw0X7OIlD7r5pg8YhzJFOH2DbUi5G740A-4Mac36Cv4g64204wAw7yy030IfsShA2xw4xU9d79qEcBu87QQsz41Ib1wbn4y53OrUm1oo0mZng92hoiI0PMZdQm7FKwh-wCMM2Maf6jP9pIa_0g4nPhO1890Aq8xAydL0gby9xQ1RCj0KqenMm5AWn3SM6C0MKfj80s5xM4Tf9xM4E5p1UOWCyOdwcWby3MsMU0Eo2o3Wm2OJN4dl7FKzgn1wc1oymt4Dr0J0Iaf1sN0aPQdl2ip2gpv38Kmt8wCdUTIbBw5s2gF1wygSIg88zQTgO0W0ZdSrw440Uij0En4oyMZcxH0WrN4uOwfpgdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6zqbWoV4sNsQsI6PqaaqbParXW9J55d5VBdNB4SrdCRr5vFiIendELf82KWWYaFTosR2PEG-yywaI6zDjhOaWXF0lI_uOoV7PhPt4QsCPpISr01SfBoHeeSaOwhUz7rjBm5enMAbke819Y9wko6dc_9IcDIDCzAqoj0CMSl2HZwUgwdLj-xoQswAm7FA0p2NwaQ40p85Cf7Fxg4waOwo2gmaAiMBo1DxWrEIfjt0zZ1dxw5wkucDCiPol-0w8LCzA2gi18Qh394ru0wn4j3E3HcC1sQsLwIb9N4m0ns1y8K0M4H28y90tdm09uck2Mm0sr5a1ogwdKwa7zt77g96xMb71UEh0wCj9C4qzjEn2p42pDzrU34a2g96yGo3JWj0FI1k1WrHGuxksa1tcyfj8aSG82g4Jyz0Zcw1gZdQ2m0G0UQl2U4N33o36iF50C8Lz16w9mw6yQzhOa3aEUhcRdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIpdELFzAhP5PhOMrdEEFELcFLLECQkkQnCkT6kjpISrlIl-BaMVsSyYYwaXHHMGDtxPkbeyHWaa0GMqetd78HHKA1mPZX9zAvd7dQjhOrdCPpI07o-lyIUXoHa17yctJelokVv2gJgUw4DMC1hwoQPV5c1wimAb4iPPMp6aT5weo7FA6hEY2lgnp095gMWPkg1wn0kf19EV44j8i7cxw20Gb9x85xNoiI0PMZdQm7FKwh-wCMM2Maf6jP9pIa_0g4nPhO1890Aq8xAydL0gby9xQ1RCj0KqenMm5AUyb0bK0N4n0o2lx4h4weCH04L6a1ob0edyB0I8g6Tg53NKzzE4zgU5zwYk8wgj9AP2dgBkgZXj94I1MUr4xJUp1dmM55RG_g2hP0Ea7A5xKlx1Ik7FA181MIh2EZcxd5cHcuCWCd5gK1cgMS0NAH8M6tmcwdhk281kYMb1FUIxlUqdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
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COA Survey Highlights Physician Concerns with Part B Reform Proposals  

On May 16, the Community Oncology Alliance (COA) released a survey showing that a majority of physicians are 
concerned that recent proposals to reform the Medicare Part B drug program – particularly plans to establish a 
competitive acquisition program for certain drugs and shift payment for Part B drugs into Part D – will negatively 
impact patient care.  

The survey, taken by 100 oncologists and 50 rheumatologists, found that 88 percent of providers believe that a 
competitive acquisition program would take care decisions away from the person in the best position to make that 
decision. Eighty-five percent of providers believe moving Part B drugs to Part D will create affordability issues for 
patients. Large majorities of respondents were also concerned that such proposals would delay patient access to 
treatment while increasing administrative burdens on physicians and practices.  

To view the full results of the survey, CLICK HERE.  

House Passes Right to Try Bill, Sending it to President Trump’s Desk  

On May 22, the House of Representatives passed a bill that would allow terminally ill patients to access experimental 
treatments that have yet to be approved by the Federal Drug Administration (FDA). The bill, S.204, passed with a vote 
of 250-169 and now heads to the President’s desk. It had already passed the Senate unanimously late last year.  

President Trump has been a supporter of right-to-try, having recently urged Congress to enact the legislation in his 
speech unveiling the Administration’s drug price plan. He is expected to sign the bill this week.  

To read the right-to-try bill, CLICK HERE.  

House Energy & Commerce, Ways & Means Committees Advance Additional Bills to 

Combat Opioid Abuse 

On May 17, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce passed over a dozen bills to combat the opioid crisis, 
among them:  

• The Overdose Prevention and Patient Safety Act (H.R. 5795), which will allow providers, payers and others to 
more easily access patients’ medical records for information about substance abuse treatment, even if the 
patients have not consented to disclose that information.  

• A bill to partially repeal the Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion which prohibits federal funding for 
mental health and substance use disorder residential treatment facilities larger than 16 beds. States would 
now be allowed to remove the IMD exclusion for stays of up to 30 days for patients receiving treatment for 
opioid use disorder.  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzgOrhvj78zCbCzBwSrhhjhupjvvhdEEFELcFKcECPpISHoHZalxOVJ5VV0lTnnxleX3CEmt5nQkk1lwQsWqehnnt82JDXSj78-qerECzASrdCPo0eNYH5pNSNmk2f4oXqsGMFO-4xqxN09fxc2z0NFDN4Ng4Brwc2vj6yE3xkf2oi5HANxXPN4do0s2xAi5J2on0YwW1wcxwMa2yPtGxBlWhAI9m0pUuCWb3QTg8_gjoo1o57z9VAIS5vw82bVEV0A4wid4gOh6Tw85N4MW0WP9wnd7bUb2OplYo52vxF4ZomAp2Rz4wUb-M18KGOj2kNs1xAGfj82zx0n0Bcd2E969Kq1NAk2g2Q1prq1sbzt1hNJky37x4cBho1xsb2Nkp2PU7hg7FKzjuBxw5wj94gsYya1cOY104ywAqeq415Ak1rIQX3QThhew3zQO3wo2sOM40kIY0US8xMS1NWrE3QdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIq4xESy-Ceh7cnd7b1ISyyCyYOC--yrhhjhupjsphdCPpJmNnWkH3BPqbPO0HKKL2GtS7dgIWaLEEE2H1EVQQsyKKWg5rfTICehYQsThd79ISrdCM0tzVmaPzJyIE4u8NSQVlxjBY92R3y0iv2o561zjfAZ81s5zqbbomG4_3gNc2hgI2NWp0QsxAp3Tx1A1T0Kfjt3Ooc0Vw9e3QTj1kOelAoYo47jhO70km4H0cYfjt5xWrE4vE9Ic0I2zNAYOmr2LM415YQswi2g96y8p8zrM42Uyot0tpAMbCzBY5xpe1YD0a1ANgMa1wyfjt6P3w70kG60GczgZdQe82zX040iO867ANhon2FwQsR54SMYck0o1M50w210I0PYxE2g90wb696jhOcC3hOm0G8bG91JNAhay1A1Sg9c30c0AIp80b1II-5MKmt4g9hl9N304zoO4D7wI4NE1hBzMM1Tlx89gcaT3Dgid6zADo92Ppp4Y5wu0A5iMuh0FY9BG0g6LIzQThMS36S4NziFchydccxAbWl7FKweO1a8s5gO1hwuOwfpgdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
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• Legislation to expand Medicare coverage of telehealth services for addiction treatment, require state Medicaid 
programs to monitor the concurrent prescribing of opioids and other drugs, and require CMS to identify and 
notify “outlier prescribers” who prescribe abnormal amounts of opioids.  

Separately last week, the House Ways and Means Committee approved six bipartisan bills to reduce opioid abuse 
within the Medicare system. These include:  

• The Medicare and Opioid Safe Treatment Act (H.R. 5776), which would require HHS to evaluate medication-
assisted treatment options for Medicare Advantage plans, review whether Part B payments can be used to 
support non-opioid alternatives to pain management and educate current beneficiaries on the availability of 
psychological services.  

• The Securing the International Mail Against Opioids Act (H.R. 5788), which require the U.S. Postal Service to 
share advance electronic data about its shipments with the Customs and Border Protection agency, so it can 
better track high-risk international mail shipments.  

• Legislation that would mandate that Part D plans “lock-in” at risk beneficiaries to a single prescriber or 
pharmacy and allow them to suspend payments to pharmacies facing credible allegations of fraud.  

The Committee also enacted legislation that directs CMS to develop a set of best practices for hospitals to reduce 
opioid prescribing, directs the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) to issue a report on pain 
management in Medicare, and requires plans to educate beneficiaries about the proper disposal of unused opioids.  

These bills now join the dozens of other bills passed by House Committees in recent weeks in heading to the floor for 
a full vote. Lawmakers expect to vote on a full package of legislation by mid-June.  

To view the Energy and Commerce Committee mark-up hearing, CLICK HERE.  

To view the Ways & Means Committee mark-up hearing, CLICK HERE.  

Senate HELP Committee Hearing Examines Oversight of the 340B Drug Discount 

Program 

On May 15, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee held a hearing to examine recent 
oversight reports from the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the Office of the Inspector General (OIG). 
Witnesses included representatives from OIG and GAO respectively who offered recommendations to improve 
accountability, transparency and oversight of the 340B drug discount program. Both witnesses applauded Congress 
for taking action to clarify the intent and structure of the program.  

The GAO representative also revealed that the agency is preparing additional reports on the 340B program to be 
released this summer. Their focus will likely be on how participating hospitals work with contract pharmacies and third-
party administrators and how often 340B hospitals share their discounts with patients.  

To view the HELP Committee hearing, CLICK HERE.  

 

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS73hJ5ZcsyeoKqem3pJ55d5VBdZZ4SyyCyYOCUOyrdCPqJyLQFm7bCQnDA1nttu5kXIeqxpQlvhhg5m3hPFEV5ttQwaSvLpcszVEVKyqejpISrdw0X7OIlD7r5pg8YhzJFOH2DbUi5G740A-4Mac36Cv9FxxlBYuCW2M618Q718ms1r8pcAO3ol5TMa0ouCgES920JJw86D5Choim2p60U6fbl19xkI9m0pUuCWb3QTg8_gjoo1o57z9VAIS5vw82bVEV0A4wid4gOh6Tw85N4Mw18iG5xWrEuVlQC4MNhc2kg9d7fxU5c3QTgC1bUmA4yP051whKal50i11URcPGI0G78I1NU78j5QmOEol5N8f0Bd6o3y8Zcxp6XomI1gA30K79xA4zQO0nKe7FA1Moj75wHoaweSOCS2TxWrG0AMl0u8F8CU1Mi7xm8Qp35UxAk40K19wbyU7Ah0suOwfpgdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCN8i6zqbWoV4sNsQsI6PqaaqbParXW9J55d5VBdNB4SrdCRr5vFiIendELf82KWWYaFTosR2PEG-yywaI6zDjhOaWXF0lI_uOoV7PhPt4QsCPpISr01SfBoHeeSaOwhUz7rjBm5enMAbke819Y9wko6dc-8Kxc3CibJ7hWp1WUM0UlhYd2sz2E2ydzNWp0dj6hENg3xUvXUTUEM60n83FxpqNEV65j1oiI0PMZdQm7FKwh-wCMM2Maf6jP9pIa_0g4nPhO1890Aq8xAydL0gby9yMI71UA5xWp0960Mdwibk7FA74_l5VcT2Ep3S5kTho1gCc0ebK8KubeDzaSy10p7FKRf2oue0s3x81DMSxAbxsi584i84Amjc30wpo2pod2Ez2Mp6UxO8syMPc24XC1gqC-4M6paCg94n1wqJegidCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS91MOrhvj78zCbCzBwSrhhjhupjvvhdEEFELcFKcECPpISHoHZalxOVJ5VV0lTnnxleX3CEmt5nQkk1lwQsWqehnnt82JDXSj78-qerECzASrdCPo0eNYH5pNSNmk2f4oXqsGMFO-4xqxN09fxc2z0NFDOcMK90c5mgmz1wmjm2Fwmpu1wl0suCg0Aw70cW103udCzBMhEb3bMIOmyywcmj7FA6NsaI1kI9m0pUuCWb3QTg8_gjoo1o57z9VAIS5vw82bVEV0A4wid4gOh6Tw85N4MW0WP9wnd7bUb2Opk94Zb6zA4zopYyc29m28K0Qv3Ns3AiMK60OymcAg9f3PhP9otG8mt0E1M8Cl0pWMphAbxU31Mb8wgd0l4M1bpw65i8461Koq1gZdTS6gP2EA5Da1p-1Vkawafj8283xB-E31sg1aEFkn60o-0R203ANM4zQO0xdk9yMTW1wuOwfpgdCQjhOeuodCXCQPrNKVJUSyrh

